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Dear Vintage Birds Members:

Thank you for having the confidence in me to serve as your 
president for the coming year. First of all, I should tell you that I 
have no agenda and no axe to grind. I want to see the Vintage 
Birds prosper and increase in membership. I will try to do my best 
to keep us together and growing. I am here to represent you in this 
effort.

You see one of the biggest benefits of belonging to the Vintage Birds 
when you attend a rally and see all the social and troubleshooting 
support around you. That is priceless for those of us who drive 
orphaned motor coaches. Years ago at a rally I heard an older member 
state that they would try to keep their Wanderlodge just because of all 
the friends that they had made in the Vintage Birds. Those of you who 
have attended a rally know that feeling.

We have all had problems keeping our coaches on the road. While none 
of us have experienced all the problems, together we have experienced 
most of the problems. Networking can keep us going. Between our 
Vintage Birds website, WOG and the various other email and internet 
options, we have a wealth of information out there to help us.

I have owned three Wanderlodges. None were easy. All had roofs that 
leaked both when sitting and driving down the road. And all were 
repaired teaching me innumerable lessons in the process. Leaking roofs
have been the smaller problems. Engines, electrical systems and other 
mechanical problems have given us far more challenges. We could write
books about what’s broken in our experiences. But it’s about traveling 
around, meeting people and enjoying new experiences.

Contact me if you have questions or suggestion for improving our 
organization. dmkx@brainerd.net or 218-820-6922.

                                           
Mike
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Dear Vintage Birds Members,

Lorri and I had the opportunity to attend FMCA’s 2019 summer international convention in Minot, 
North Dakota.  There were almost 1,791 RV’s there. Family RV registrations were 1,688.  I 
represented our chapter at the Governing Board meeting. There were approximately 250 Governing 
Board members present.

FMCA is a large organization. It is actually two organizations, Family Motor Coach Association and 
Family Motor Coaching, Inc. The first organization is non-profit. Family Motor Coaching, Inc. is a for-
profit organization and handles the magazine and conventions. Profits are small if any.

The 2019 combined budget for FMCA and FMC, Inc was about $9,376,000. The adopted 2020 budget 
yields a loss of $378,452. Financial reserves are down to just under $7,000,000. Good business 
practices and recommendations from the auditors suggest that the reserves should be about one year’s
operating income. FMCA used to have reserves around $9,000,000. They have been declining about 
$1,000,000 per year for several years. Some hard decisions were needed to keep FMCA solvent. 

A large expense for FMCA is FMCAAssist, the program that helps members get home in a medical 
emergency. The annual premium for this policy has been increasing faster than inflation and is 
$1,020,000 for 2020. Out of the 12 hours that we spent working on FMCA budgets and policies, about 
3-4 hours were spent debating the merits of FMCA Assist and the dues increase to support the 
program. Only about 5 of the 250 Governing Board members were not in favor of continuing FMCA 
Assist. There were many impassioned pleas for keeping the program. Many chapter representatives 
stated that their chapter would fold or not be able to recruit members without FMCA Assist. It was a 
heated issue!

After all the debate, FMCAAssist will stay. Dues will be increased $25 per year to pay for the added 
expense. All of this is not simple. Only new members and existing members who renew this year will 
pay the $25. Lifetime members (no longer a membership option) and 5-6 year members will not pay 
unless their dues come up this year. It takes about a month to change the membership software 
arrangements so these changes cannot be immediate. The FMCA Assist must apply to all FMCA 
members, of which there are about 80,000, I think. We were pinched. There were suggestions to 
eliminate memberships longer than a year and assess or receive donations from chapters. None of 
these options were feasible. A few members stated that they will contribute $25 per year since they 
didn’t feel that it was fair to receive the benefit at the expense of others. Again, the solutions were not 
simple. 

So, why does Vintage Birds need to remain a chapter of FMCA? I talked with FMCA officials about 
the benefits for Vintage Birds. Probably the biggest benefit we get as a chapter is insurance coverage 
for our gatherings. Apparently there is a significant liability when we gather. 

There are many other, personal benefits of belonging to FMCA. Many of us have used the Michelin 
Tire program. There is a FMCA health insurance that is designed for people who travel. It has fewer 
network limitations. There is also a Medicare Supplement. The FMCA website details these benefits. 
FMCA is looking at providing more group membership benefits and I would encourage you to 
investigate your options for increasing your benefits from belonging to FMCA. Amazingly, FMCA 
Assist has helped younger members as well as the older members. 

It is hard to condense 12 hours of board meetings and several personal meetings into a short 
narrative. Please contact me at dmkx@brainerd.net or 218-820-6922 if you have questions.

Mike 
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Member Notes
(or What Have You Been Upta?)

Send us stories and pictures of trips, locations, events           

From Richard Ramsey
Date: Wednesday August 7, 2019 
My term as President of Vintage Birds has been rewarding and great. I was well received 
everywhere I have been. Wow, it is great to feel important and all Rally host made me feel 
that way.

In contemplation, I realized that the host at all rallies I attended were Vintage Bird Members 
except one and he is a good friend of mine. So heck yes I was treated well. 

I had a lady tell me last year at Williamsburg, that she was apprehensive about attending a 
VB Rally because she did not know anyone. But she was pleasantly surprised when our 
members were welcoming and friendly. 

This year I had a guy come to me and say, “I thank you and your group for making us feel 
welcome and included.” 

Now the board of Bluebirds can not create this. The membership does!!! Thank you Vintage 
Bird members for providing the atmosphere that is our goal to create. 

Vintage Bird members are the greatest. Our officers are the greatest. Vintage Birds is on a 
pathway to success because of YOU! 

I have completed my term of office and while I was hoping for fun and relaxation, my family 
has put me back to work. 
Richard Ramsey 

From: John C Smith Jr & Sheila Ciampi
Date: Monday, May 20, 2019 
Gregg,
Thanks for the membership lists.

Sheila Ciampi and I now have a 1999 Prevost Featherlite by Vogue.  Unfortunately, our 1991 
SP36 broke down in Alabama last year and we could not find parts, though, since then, I have
learned it is running again.  I had purchased it new and had driven it almost 400,000 miles.  I 
have not known anyone who had that many miles on a Blue Bird.

We are currently on our way west to Durango, CO, to attend the rolling rally starting June 16 
sponsored by Karen & Dennie James and the Blue Bird Chapter.

Sheila Ciampi & John C. Smith, Jr.



From: Judy Breiner 
Date: Wednesday, August 14, 2019 
We wanted to say thank you for the amazing itinerary between Pennsylvania and Maine.  To 
our hosts, Shane, Kelly and “crew” a special thanks. To everyone else, your delicious dinner 
“sides” selection had a wonderful variety and wished there was room for seconds. LoL! See 
ya’ soon. 
Carl & Judy Breiner

Even though we were plenty busy each day, I stayed awake one evening until I finished this 
for you to enjoy......

Vintage Blue Birds Summer 2019

While traveling with several groups
  having personalities galore

Listening to great stories
  even some you’ve heard before

Suddenly you realize
  we’re pretty much the same
With feelings, responsibilities,

  we just carry a different name  

They say a gardener does their best
  and manages to keep

The bluebirds ever close because
  a larger crop they tend to reap

Devouring much bad stuff
  in hopes to make it good
Ever watchful of their work

  as all good gardeners should

So next time you see a “Blue Bird”
  go ahead, invite them in

for only good can come of it
  and new friendships can begin
      Judy M. Breiner © 7/31/2019

 

                                                



     

Coachcraft by MacDonald's 30th
Anniversary                                                          

Recently while reminiscing where we are as a company, I realized that we are celebrating our 
30th anniversary this year.  Wow how time flies when you’re having fun.  For a lot of folks, that 
may know our company but don’t know our history, I want to give you a brief run down. 

For anybody who knew my dad, well, he was quite the person.  Anything he was involved with, he
wanted it to be better than it was before.  He was a perfectionist.  I called him a tinkerer.  From 
the time he got his first motor home up to his last, he was always changing, renovating and 
improving.  We started out doing most of this work in the parent company, Woodcraft.  He 
enjoyed going to rallies and at many rallies people would see his coach, and he would show them 
the things he had done.  And this is basically how the business started. 
In the beginning, people were wanting to have some of these same modifications made to their 
coaches.  We were working on their coach in front of our woodworking facility and pulling men 
out of the wood shop to make these renovations.  In 1989, we saw the opportunity for a whole 
separate business.  There was a vacant building next to our existing facility which we rented to 
begin Coachcraft.  In the early years, we strictly did interior renovations and 
modifications.  Everything from flooring, upholstery, and even some floor plan changes.  But we 
were not a maintenance type of facility.  In 1996, I purchased both businesses from my father, 
although he was not ready for full time retirement, he was ready for semi-retirement.  We agreed 
that he would continue to work Coachcraft up ‘til 2002, before full retirement.  When I fully took 
over the operation of Coachcraft in 2002, I realized that we needed to be more than just a 
renovation facility.  We were missing too many opportunities for service work.  So, we began to 
evolve into the full service facility that we are today.
Our growth to our point today has been a slow and controlled one.  We try to take our time in 
finding the right people for the job.  So far it has worked well.  I am very blessed to have the crew 
that I have.  For our customers and our customers that have become friends, I want to say thank 
you.  For those, who are thinking about using us for the first time, please give us the 
opportunity.  We will do our very best to make your visit with us an enjoyable one. 
Thank you,
Brad MacDonald
https://www.coachcraftbymacdonald.com/ 
Columbus, Ga.

1999 LXI              
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          All Bluebird Rallies              
 Rallies Make our Bluebird Communities Come Alive

2019 
Red River, New Mexico October 2-6

Pine Mountain, Georgia October 16-20
Marion, North Carolina October 22-27

Waco, Texas October 31-November 2
Waddell, Arizona November 22-25
Kerrville, Texas December 13-15

2020
Quartzsite, Arizona January 11-26

Lake Havasu, Arizona February 10-17
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina April 22-26

Shipshewana, Indiana June 3-7
Oswego, New York July 23-27

Find All the Bluebird Communities Listed at
https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-Communities

Join & Support Our Bluebird Communities!!
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  Where Is Your Flag Flying??

Send Us Pictures Of Where Your Flag Is Flying

         Ed & Leah at Q           



                                                 

Boothbay, Maine



                
Photos From Good Times in the Past!

VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERS, WE NEED YOUR HELP!!
(Gregg has run out of pictures)

Plus you don’t have to wait for the newsletter to view
Photos From Good Times in the Past!

Go to: 
 Rally Highlights in Photos

https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/page-18059

We want you to add your photos from the past!!

Since Vintage Birds members attend all the Bluebird
Rallies, just indicate the rally and year and email
them to indicated rally Shutterfly g-mail account.  

If in doubt, just email them to
                     fvb@mailworks.org                         

and we will get them added. 

We don’t want to compete with any of the other
posting sites, but we do think it would nice to have a
place where our rally memories are stored and are

easy to find. 

So keep posting to all your sites and when you want
to share Good Times from the Past, please sent them

here!

                                  

https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/page-18059
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      We Are Only Caretakers Of These Great Machines   
Coaches for Sale 

A Free Service Supporting All Blue Bird Communities
 as of August 10, 2019

               1966 Wanderlodge FC31SB   Asking $10,000           



                                      

1982 Wanderlodge FC35        Asking $29,500



                                     

     1984 Wanderlodge FC35SB    Reduced to $29,500 



And For Some Reason Photos Of These Coaches Won’t Let Me
Create A PDF For This Newsletter, So Go To Our Web Site To See

Photos For:
             

2006 Wanderlodge 450 LXi 44’ Triple Slide,  Asking $220,000

1999 Wanderlodge LX 40'   Asking $95,000

1994 Wanderlodge WB40 Asking $60,000

 See More Details and Pictures of These Coaches 
http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm  l   
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See More Details and Pictures of These Coaches at

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm  l  
                         

Check out
The Vintage Birds Web Site for

List  ing   your Vintage Bird   
 

Highlights of Blue Bird Wanderlodge Model Changes

Including list of all models for each year

Pictures and Specifications   For All Years   

 Vintage Wanderlodge Buyer's Check List

Terms & Abbreviations for Blue Bird Motor Homes

You might also want to check out these great sources of
Wanderlodge coaches...

Face Book Group--Blue Bird Wanderlodge, Buy, Sell
or Trade 

https://www.birdconnection.com/

https://www.buybyebluebird.com/

http://wanderlodgetrader.com/

http://wanderlodgetrader.com/
https://www.buybyebluebird.com/
https://www.birdconnection.com/
http://www.vintagebirds.com/bcl.htm
http://www.vintagebirds.com/history.htm#pictures
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm


APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP 

The Vintage Birds Chapter of FMCA was chartered in December 1984 for 
owners of Bluebird Wanderlodge coaches. To have active membership status,
you must own or previously owned a Bluebird Wanderlodge or a Bluebird 
Motor Coach (BMC) and be an FMCA member in good standing.

The purpose of the Chapter is to provide social, recreational and 
informational activities associated with enjoyment and pleasurable use of 
the Bluebird Wanderlodge and BMC coaches; a forum for the exchange of 
information on the maintenance, modification, and updating of members’ 
coaches; and long term and community wide leadership in promoting the 
vintage bird coach through support for all vintage bird communities.

To achieve our purpose the Chapter engages in numerous activities 
including: rally support for hosting and supporting rallies throughout our 
great country,  our Vintage Birds web site at http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html 
which supports a very inclusive web site that lists All Bluebird Rallies, 
vintage bird coach information and coaches for sale, our Newsletter 
capturing Bluebird rally information and member social input, and our 
Vintage Birds Facebook Group providing members a social gathering place 
to post member adventures and social exchanges.  see 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/

The initial fee is $30. This fee covers name badges and your first year dues 
of $15.  Subsequent year dues are $15, or you can take advantage of our 
promotional rate of $40 for 3 years or $60 for 5 years!  Paid dues are non-
refundable.

Once you have paid Vintage Birds dues your application is classified as 
pending. You will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications 
directly via email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. 
When you have satisfied all FMCA membership requirements your 
application is classified as an active member and you will be able to vote and
hold elected office in the Chapter. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/
http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html


Please complete form below and send your check payable to Vintage Birds
to:

Shane Fedeli, 311 Robin Road, Hershey, PA 17033

APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP 

Your first and last name:______________________________________________

Partner/Spouse first & last name:_______________________________________

You(First name on badge)_____________________________________________

Partner/Spouse(First name on badge) ___________________________________

Street: ____________________________________________________________

City: ________________________State: ______________ Zip: ______________

Email: (Very Important)_______________________________________________

Facebook Name:(optional)_____________________________________________

Home phone: _________________________Cell:__________________________

Coach model and year: _______________________________FMCA# _________

I belong to and support these Bluebird Communities: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

New Member or Returning Member Requesting Badges $15  _________
Dues for One Year $15 _________
Dues for Two Years $30  _________
Dues for Three Years ($5 or 11% Off) $40 _________
Dues for Four Years $55  _________
Dues for Five Years (Best Deal 20 % Off) $60  _________

Total Payment _________

I understand that once I have paid Vintage Birds dues my application is classified 
as pending. I will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications directly via 
email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. When I have 
satisfied all FMCA membership requirements my application will be classified as an
active member and I will be able to vote and hold elected office in the Chapter. 

Signed: ______________________________________________

Thank You for Supporting Vintage Birds


