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Our President (is not old, He is Vintage) Report 
                                                                  

 Mike & Lorri 
 
Dear Vintage Birds Members, 
 
Home Again 
 
After spending eight months on the road, Lorri and I have 
returned to our ranch in Minnesota. It was a fantastic trip 
which included several Bluebird rallies. We also did a lot of 
exploring in new areas. We hiked, rode horseback, explored 
caves, attended several rodeos, played pickleball, and ate 
more than we should have eaten. But we had fun, which 
brings me to my main point in this letter. 
 
It cost about one dollar per mile to get our coach home from 
Texas. The previous trip home, as Covid was beginning its 



first grip on the nation, cost less than 40 cents a mile. 
Several RV newsletters have been asking readers if they 
will stop or curtail their RV travels. Lorri and I have 
repeatedly discussed this issue and have always said, 
“absolutely not”! We might plan our trip to be more 
efficient, but we won’t quit yet. 
 
There were dramatic fuel price increases in the early 80’s 
and around 2008. I remember stories of people selling their 
motorhomes in the early 80’s because of fuel price 
increases. Lorri and I have decided that we will not change 
our great lifestyle if we can help it. Food and most other 
costs have also risen more than is comfortable, but we’re 
not going to quit eating! We will adjust but we will not shut 
down. We’d rather eat macaroni on the road than stay 
home to eat steak. 
 
This winter we met more families that are full-timing than 
ever before. We learned a lot from them about future places 
to travel. We live in the greatest country on earth. Having 
the freedom to explore all that our country has to offer is a 
privilege we shouldn’t take for granted.  
 
In our travels we have enjoyed getting to some of the 
lesser-known areas. In Bandera Texas (the Cowboy Capital 
of the World) we stayed a month for about $400. Bandera is 
a town with a reported population of 671 but has a busy 
downtown filled with unique shops, dance halls and other 
western activities. While there we rode horses, hiked, 
danced, and explored a part of Texas we had not 
experienced. Likewise in Florida, we hiked in a river 



canyon in an otherwise flat state. We stayed in a back 
bayou type area and met full timing workers who shared 
new lifestyles and tastes with us. We walked the beaches in 
Georgia, Florida, and Texas. There is so much to see and do 
when traveling. I hope that this present scare will not steer 
you away from your intended travels.  
 
There will be more information in this newsletter about 
FMCA benefits and a questionnaire to help determine our 
members’ interests and willingness to travel in these new 
times. I encourage you to complete the questionnaire and 
stay connected with our Bluebird group. Our ability to 
travel and enjoy life on the road is still there. We look 
forward to seeing you down the road. 
 
Mike Kneeland 
dmkx@brainerd.net or 218-820-6922. 

 
 
 
 

Lebanon Rally May 2022 
 
We had 12 coaches/RV’s at our annual rally and meeting in 
Lebanon TN. Our rally was held within the framework of 
the FMCA Intro Rally. This was my first time at a FMCA 
Rally and didn’t know what to expect. This was a smaller 
event with approximately 200 units in attendance. There 
weren’t as many vendors in the hall as I had hoped but I 
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guess that goes with being a smaller rally. There were sem-
inars, crafts, food, and entertainment. As promised, we 
were given a room to hold our annual meeting and some of 
our gatherings. We even had a movie night to watch Top 
Gun on the “big” screen thanks to Eric and Jen Spangler. 
 
I was surprised to find the FMCA Rally is put on by volun-
teers. The “Staff” wore burgundy FMCA shirts and hats; 
you would see the same faces working at all the events. 
They worked hard to make sure we had a good time and 
things went as smoothly as possible. The event also relied 
on attendees volunteering to assist. I must say that I am 
proud at the number of VB members that stepped up to 
help with the event. VB members helped with security, (I 
have a picture of Molly to prove it) EMS (glad to say I was 
not needed), the “official photographer”, “a meat smoker”, 
and possibility the best detail was driving golf carts to ferry 
people around the grounds! 
 
Our annual meeting was held with a new twist, a Zoom 
meeting for those to attend online. Thanks to Linda and 
Randy Burdette for their equipment and expertise in get-
ting the meeting up and running. One of the things dis-
cussed was where and when to have our next annual meet-
ing and rally. Randy Shrimplin suggested and agreed to 
implement a survey to the membership. Thank you, Randy! 
When the survey arrives via email, please spend a few 



minutes to complete and return. We would like our VB an-
nual meeting and rally to be as well attended as possible; 
your input is important. 
 
It doesn’t have to be a big deal to put an impromptu rally 
together. With high fuel prices why not stay close to home 
but put the word out that you are going “camping”. You 
may just have several Birds show up, you never know. 
 
Suggestions, comments, give me a call! 
Gary Shilling VP Rallies 
608 739-1296 email: gmshilling72@gmail.com 
 

 

 
Thanks much to Gary and Molly Shilling for Hosting the 
2022 Lebanon Tennessee Annual Meeting Rally and all the 
others who pitched in to make this a great rallies. 
 



 

Vintage Birds Annual 
Business Meeting  

Minutes  
May 25, 2022, Lebanon TN 

 
Charlie and Peggy McKeehan 

Richard and Sue Ramsey 
Ed Badeau and Leah Dippold 

Gary and Molly Shilling 
Marvin and Doris Phillips 

Randy and Sonya Shrimplin 
Sammy and Jackie Umberger 
Eric and Jennifer Spangler 
Randall and Linda Burdett 

Matt and Judy Dondero 
Andy and Carol Sullivan 

Gregg and Jane Gesse 
Gardner Yeaw 



Shane Fedeli 
Patty Cartright Williams 

Dan Harris 
Bill Tarrier 

Mike Mastrobattisto 
 
Welcome and Calling the Meeting to Order:  

Vice President Gary Shilling called the meeting to or-
der and extended the regards of President Mike 
Kneeland. Mike was currently driving a school bus full 
of kids to and from a Minneapolis Twins Baseball 
games and was apologetic for not be able to attend the 
Zoom Meeting. 
   

Old Business: 
Approval of 2021 Annual Meeting Minutes:  

VP Gary asked for any comments or changes to the 
Minutes for the 2021 meeting. Being none, a voice vote 
approved the 2021 minutes. 
 

Officer Reports 
President-Mike Kneeland:  

No report 
 



Rally VP Gary Shilling:  
12 coaches/24 members are attending the 2022 
Rally and meeting. 

Membership VP Steve Pappas:  
No report 
 

Secretary-Gregg Gesse:  
Gregg reported that member Dan Harris has been 
working over the winter on updating our web site 
which will be a great improvement over our cur-
rent site. Gregg also stated that member Dave 
Ross has been assisting Dan in the graphics area.  
 

Treasurer-Shane Fedeli: 
Attended via Zoom. And thanks to Zoom, we were 
treated to view of Shane’s new home and bus barn 
combination. Shane stated that we are financially 
sound with a cash balance of $29,470.00. 
 

National Director-Linda Burdette:  
Linda stated she and Randy will be attending the 
International Convention in Lincoln NB in August. 
Linda informed us that the FMCA will be enforc-
ing a requirement that we have a “Alternate Na-
tional Director”.  



New Business:  
Nominating Committee Action:  

Committee member Randy Shrimplin stated he would 
like to be considered for the position of Alternate Na-
tional Director. Randy was elected with a unanimous 
voice vote. Thank you, Randy. 

2023 Annual Meeting and Rally date and location:  
VP Gary lead a discussion as to where and when our 
next meeting and rally should be held. Several posi-
tions were expressed. One was that historically our 
rally has been held in the fall and that members ex-
pected and planned for a fall rally. Another view was 
that it is nice to visit new areas with new sights and 
things to do rather than go to the same place all the 
time. Another question was do we hold the rally before 
or after the WOG rally so members can attend both. 
Randy Shrimplin volunteered to prepare and send out 
a questionnaire to our membership regarding time and 
places for our rally. Randy is requesting input from our 
officers and members as to the questions that should 
be asked.  

Other New Business: 
VP Gary thanked Linda and Randy for their dedication 
in attending FMCA rallies and meetings. Linda was 
thanked for her expertise in setting up the Zoom meet-
ing. Without the Burdette’s video equipment, the Zoom 
Meeting would not have happened.  



Adjourn Meeting:  
The meeting was adjourned with a unanimous voice 
vote. 

Respectfully submitted,   
Gary Shilling VP 

 

Vintage Birds Rally 
Survey 

Vintage Birds has developed a short 10 question 
survey to help us create a better rally experience 
for our members. The survey should take less 
than 5 minutes to complete. Please take a few 
minutes to complete this rally survey as it will 
help us plan future rallies and hopefully get 
more members involved. Vintage Birds has al-
ways been about keeping the spirit of travel in 
these fine machines alive. We are committed to 
hosting at least one rally per year to get these 
machines, and more importantly, the owners of 
them together for good conversation, tech talk, 
food, and adventure. I know I have made lifelong 
friends from this group. You should too. Our goal 
with this survey is to have rallies where our 



members are interested in visiting, so now is 
your chance to tell us where to go! 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2Y2YDDQ 

(This is the same link in the cover letter.) 

 
 

FMCA International Rally 
Lebanon, Tennessee 

 
At the FMCA International Rally in Lebanon, 
Tennessee, I attend a seminar on FMCA Bene-
fits. I thought I knew all about them, but wow, 
was I wrong! There are a lot of benefits that I 
wasn't aware of and thought I'd share them with 
everyone. 
 
1. FMCA Mobile App - did you know FMCA 
has a mobile app for your iPhone, Android, etc.? 
It's available on the app stores and has infor-
mation, including links and phone numbers, for 
the benefits listed below. You can track your 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2Y2YDDQ


membership, get info on benefits offered, read 
the magazine, and access both the Adventure 
Blog and more forums than you ever expected! 

2. FMCA Assist - this travel insurance policy 
is included in your FMCA dues. Provided by 
Chubb Insurance, it kicks in whenever you are 
75 miles away from home, or always if you are a 
full-timer. You do not have to be traveling in 
your Bluebird; it covers you any time you are 
traveling, including international travel.  Note 
that this is not roadside assistance; it is travel 
insurance. One caveat is that it will not reim-
burse you for already-covered costs, so be sure to 
call the Travel Assist number as soon as possible 
during the emergency, using the phone number 
under the Benefits button on the app. For more 
info go to https://www.fmca.com/index.php/fmca-
assist.html. So, what does it cover? 

1. It provides medical evacuation if you are 
on a trip and have to be hospitalized. This 
can even extend to a private flight with med-
ical support on-board, if necessary. 
2. If you have to use an Emergency Room, it 
pays up to $250 to apply to the bill.  



3. It provides care for pets, children, etc. 
while you are hospitalized, including paying 
for their travel back to their residence. 
4. It provides for the return of your RV or 
other vehicle to your residence, most often by 
providing a driver and covering all of his/her 
expenses (including fuel) to deliver the vehi-
cle. 
5. If the absolute worst happens to you or 
your family, it provides for the transporta-
tion of mortal remains to the home area. 

 
3. The FMCA Magazine, Family RVing, is 
available monthly, either hard-copy by mail, or 
electronic delivery. This magazine has a lot of 
information about RV maintenance, travel, etc. 
The best way to access it electronically is to open 
the app and click on Family RVing in the upper 
right corner of the home screen. 

4. FMCA offers RV Insurance at a reduced 
cost. They constantly monitor the pricing on RV 
insurance and coverage options and ensure their 
insurance is extremely competitive. To look into 
this, go to https://www.fmcarvinsurance.com. 



5. Roadside Rescue - FMCA's exclusive road-
side assistance plan. The annual cost is $129 for 
a towable RV and $159 for a motorized RV and 
there is no age limit on the covered RV. The cov-
erage includes fuel delivery, lock out services, 
tire changes, and battery boosts. Like most other 
roadside services, the tow service is a tow to the 
nearest qualified repair shop. For this go to 
https://www.fmca.com/index.php/fmca-rv-road-
side-assistance.html. 

6. Health Insurance - FMCA offers medical 
insurance to members such as major medical, vi-
sion, and dental plans, including short-term 
plans. https://www.fmca.com/fmca-healthcare-
plan 

7. International Travel Insurance - If your 
medical insurance doesn't cover you during in-
ternational travel, FMCA offers short-term re-
placement insurance. https://www.fmca.com/in-
ternational-travel-insurance 

8. FMCA Campground - FMCA has a mem-
bers-only campground in Cincinnati, Ohio. Each 
FMCA member is entitled to 2 free nights a 
month, depending on availability. After that full 
hook-ups are $30 per night and electric-only 



sites are $20 per night. Reservations may be 
made online at https://www.fmca.com/fmca-
campground.  

9. FMCA University is available through the 
FMCA web site at www.fmca.com/about-fmca-
university. This data repository has over 5,000 
magazine articles divided into Technical and 
Lifestyle sections. You can search on specific 
topics and then save your favorite articles under 
your log-in.  

10. Stopping Spots - The Stoppin' Spots direc-
tory lists FMCA members who offer assistance 
and hospitality to fellow members on the road. 
You may be able to stay at someone's home for 
24 hours in an emergency, or occasionally even 
longer. Some members volunteer as "Mechanic's 
Helper" which means they can help you find 
qualified service in the area. Other members are 
"Pinch Hit Drivers" which means any FMCA 
member who encounters an emergency that pre-
vents the member from driving his or her RV 
while on the road may request the assistance of 
an FMCA member-driver to transport the RV to 
a chosen destination at the owner's expense. The 



Stoppin' Spots information is available at 
https://www.fmca.com/fmca-community.  

11. TCS Fuel Discount Card - FMCA has 
partnered with TCS Fuel Discount Card with 
which users can save an average of $0.34 per 
gallon on diesel fuel at in-network locations. In-
formation and application available at 
https://www.fmca.com/rv-fuel-discounts 

12. Tech Connect Plus - In the past, FMCA of-
fered a WIFI plan with T-Mobile, but has re-
cently switched to AT&T.  This plan for $50 a 
month provides unlimited Wi-Fi using 4G LTE 
(and some are now providing 5G) with no con-
tract and no long-term commitment. Your use 
will not be "throttled back" unless you are in a 
congested area and then it will revert to full 
speed when the overall usage rate declines.  
https://www.fmca.com/index.php?op-
tion=com_fmcatechconnectv3&view=home 

13. Fantasy Tours offers RV tours to FMCA 
members only. Tours include trips to Alaska, 
Canadian Maritime, Mississippi River Road, Al-
buquerque Balloon Festival, and Calgary Stam-
pede.  https://fantasyrvtours.com 



14. New Coast Financial Services provide fi-
nancing or refinancing of all types of RV's.  
https://www.newcoast.com/fmca-rv-loans 

15. Associate Members - I am particularly 
proud of this new benefit. Soon after I became 
the Vintage Birds National Director, Randy 
Shrimplin mentioned that one of FMCA's rules 
was that every member had to own an RV. Vin-
tage Birds had members who used to own a 
Bluebird but for medical or other reasons had to 
give up camping entirely. We didn't like the idea 
that those folks could no longer be official mem-
bers of Vintage Birds or of FMCA. Now a person 
who has been an FMCA member but had to sell 
their RV can become an associate member and 
can still maintain their membership in FMCA 
and any chapters.  

16. Your FMCA member card can get you 
discounts at: 

1. Tire Discount Program - Members 
may get a significant discount on light truck, 
passenger, and RV tires from Michelin, BF 
Goodrich, Uniroyal, Continental (USA only), 
and a new discount on Goodyear will be com-
ing shortly. To use the program, find a tire 



dealer who participates in it and provide 
them with your FMCA membership number 
and expiration date. 

2. KOA, Passport America, Harvest 
Hosts, Boondockers Welcome, and 
Costco all offer a new member cost discount 
on your first year of membership. 

3. Proteng Fire Protection System dis-
count. We have this system in our Wander-
lodge and are very happy with it. Luckily, we 
haven't had to use it, but are very comforta-
ble with the work they did and the quality of 
the product and the installation. 

4. UPS discounts when shipping on Domes-
tic Air, Domestic Ground, and International 
Export services. Discounts are calculated 
based on total weekly UPS charges, so the 
more members use UPS, the more they save. 

5. Discount on mail forwarding services 
provided by America's Mailbox and Your 
Best Address. 

6. Printing services - save up to 75% off 
on printing service at Office Depot, Staples, 
and Office Max. 



7. Car rental discounts at Avis, National, 
Hertz, and Enterprise. To get the needed 
group discount number for the specific rental 
agency, go to https://www.fmca.com/fmca-
shopping-discounts. 

8. Discounts on RV windshield replace-
ment from Custom Glass Solutions by 
Guardian Glass 

9. Discounts on Lithium batteries from 
Briter Batteries 

10. Discount on RV Whisper monitoring 
system for pets inside an RV 

11. Discount on SoftStart which reduces 
the load and torque in the electric current of 
the air conditioner motor during start-up. We 
have this system in our rig, and it makes a 
huge difference in the noise your air condi-
tioning makes when it turns on. I don't un-
derstand the technology, but I definitely un-
derstand not waking in the middle of the 
night when the air conditioner over the bed 
bangs itself into operation! 

 
 



 
 

 

 
Thanks much to Linda And Randy Burdette 
for representing Vintage Birds at the FMCA 
Rallies and Meetings and for the many other 
functions they do for the Chapter! 
 



 
From: Patti (Cartwright) Williams  

Subject: FMCA International Conference 
 
I just wanted to share some of our experiences from the 
2022 Tucson Convention. 
Disclaimer: We no longer own a Blue Bird, so the services 
mentioned were on our 2012 Newmar Dutch Star. 
-- Before the conference even began, RoadMaster came 
through the parking areas and inspected our tow bar -- 
they left a note on our door indicating that our tow bar 
needed service and encouraged us to bring it to their ser-
vice area located on the fairgrounds. We took our tow bar 
there and they said that it would be done in the next day or 
two; they texted on the second day and said we could pick it 
up. We went to pick it up and were told that they had re-
placed bushings and lubricated it. The young man brought 
it over to our Jeep and I went to the lady at the cash regis-
ter to pay. She said, "Oh, did he tell you there was a 
charge?" I said, "No, but I figured there would be..." Nope, 
no charge unless there were broken parts! -- no charge! 
-- Henderson's Line-Up in Grants Pass Oregon was there in 
the expo. Before the Conference, some vendors had sent out 
emails asking for signups for on-site services and/or inspec-
tions, and we had contacted Henderson’s; we were planning 
to go to Grants Pass in early June for new shocks but 
thought it would be good to get an inspection beforehand to 
see if any other parts should be pre-ordered. They didn't 
find anything additional for the June service but made us 
aware that one of our HWH jacks was leaking hydraulic 



fluid and that we should see about it being repaired. -- no 
charge!  
-- HWH was also there at the expo, so, after getting the 
feedback from Henderson's, we went to their booth, and 
they scheduled a time to meet us at the rig. The leak was a 
loose fitting which was quick to fix. -- no charge! 
-- We have a slow leak in our Oasis hydronic heating sys-
tem. A fellow came out to inspect but when Carl shared 
how much fluid he is having to add, we learned that it was 
not anything to worry about at this time. -- no charge! 
 
Now, I know many Blue Bird owners do a lot of their own 
work on their rigs, so you may be doing these tasks for 
yourself, but I was shocked by how much value we got from 
services being done on our rig for no charge -- it well paid 
for the registration cost of the convention. And that doesn't 
even count the value from the sessions, and talking to other 
vendors in the expo, and visiting with other RV owners, 
and enjoying the entertainment.  
 
We have not been regular attendees of these larger rallies, 
but... as a result of the experience we had in Tucson, we are 
planning to attend the FMCA Northwest Area Rally in 
June, and we are tentatively planning to attend the FMCA 
International Convention in Perry in the spring of 2023. 
Maybe we'll see some of you there! 
 
Patti and Carl Williams 
 



New Vintage Birds Web Site 
The new Vintage Birds web site is being fi-
nalize for start-up.  The new web site will 
combine the Vintage Birds web site and the 
All Bluebird Rallies web site into one site 
and provide the Chapter the ability to pro-
vide members with additional services in the 
future.  We plan to save and provide access 
to all the historical information on the cur-
rent web sites through the new web site. 
 

 

Thanks again to Dan Harris for working over 
the winter setting up our web site! 



Don’t Forget to Check out the   
Vintage Birds Custom Apparel 

Store!! 
 
https://vintagebirds.spiritsale.com 

 
Featuring Custom Hoodies, Tees, 

 
 Golf Shirts, Pullover Tops and 

 
 Hats 

 
WITH OUR OFFICIAL LOGOS! 

 
https://vintagebirds.spiritsale.com 
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Rallies By 

Vintage Birds Members 
 
 

2022 Oswego Harborfest 

July 27- August 1, 2022 

at Oswego Speedway 

Rally Fee includes- 

• 4 or 5 nights full hookup camping (Thu thru Mon ) 
• Wednesday July 27 optional early arrival with fish 

dinner and live music Sponsored by Wilkins RV 
• Continental breakfast Thursday through Monday-

Sunday full breakfast sponsored by Burdick's RV 
• Social hour including frozen drinks, beer, wine, soft 

drinks, information and door prizes on Thursday July 
28 at 4:30 pm. bring a hardy snack to share 

• Trolley passes included ($6 value) trolley comes to our 
lot 

• Farewell pizza dinner and ice cream Sunday July 31  

Harborfest highlights - 
• Fort Ontario, Maritime Museum, and other attractions 
• Named one of the top one hundred events for group travel by the Ameri-

can Bus Association 



• Rated top 10 in USA fireworks show 
• Juried arts and crafts 
• Music and entertainment on three main stages plus other locations 

though town 
• 30+ bands classic rock, country, blues and jazz 
• Midway and street vendors 
• Optional Friday fishing charter call Jim Miller ASAP to reserve 

 

 

www.oswegoharborfest.com 

Early arrivals are Wednesday after 12:00 PM. 

Jim & Sherry Miller 607-898-4701 
Jem590@aol.com 

Tom & Sharon Roule 585-346-6567 
Troule@aol.com  

Rich & Charlotte Burrell 607-745-4861 
Rburrell@twcny.rr.com 

Roy Bennett & Annie Welton 585-519-3341 

 slopoke5625@gmail.com 

Paul & Sandy Hallagan 315-762-3865 

11highwayman@gmail.com 

Harry & Cheryl Zakorchevnoy 315-571-4882  

 czhz1@roadrunner.com  

Harborfest 2022 Rally Itinerary 

 

Wednesday, July 27  
Early admission after 12:00 PM ($35.00 extra) 
Fish dinner @ 5:00PM. Bring your own tableware and beverage. 

Live Music 

Thursday, July 28  
8:00 AM to 9 AM- Coffee and Delicacies  

http://www.oswegoharborfest.com/
mailto:Jem590@aol.com
mailto:Troule@aol.com


4:00PM Social hour/ heavy hors d’oeuvres to pass (bring a favorite) Frozen drinks, rum 
punch, beer, wine, soda. Door prizes and rally info 

7:00 PM Harborfest begins. 

Friday, July 29 

8:00 to 9:00 AM -Coffee and Delicacies 

Day on your own 

Saturday, July 30 

8:00 to 9:00 AM- Coffee and Delicacies 

Craft session- TBA 

Day on your own (Fireworks tonight) 

Sunday, July 31 

8:00 to 9:00 AM-Breakfast Buffet eggs, pancakes, and sausage. 

Day on your own 

6:30 Pizza and Ice Cream Social 

Monday, Aug 1  
8:00 to 9:00 AM-Coffee and Delicacies and 

FAREWELL! We hope you had a wonderful 

time. Must depart by noon or pay the racetrack to stay. 

• PLEASE, bring your own coffee cup in the morning. 
• Groups that want to park together must arrive together no exceptions. 

 

GPS address 300 E Albany St Oswego NY 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>> 

OSWEGO HARBORFEST RALLY 

July 27-Aug 1, 2022 

Names: _________________________________  

FMCA Number_________ 

 

Phone: ____________ 



email: _______________ 

Chapter Name____________ 

 

Costs: Rally Fee 4 nights/5 days camping $150.00 (2 people) 

with full 30/50-amp power, water and sewer $130.00 (1 person) 
 

Subtotal ___________ 

Number of additional people: ____ X $15.00 = ___________ 

Wednesday arrival day: Single $35.00  

Couple $ 35.00= ___________ 

Amount enclosed ___________ 

RSVP by 7/10/2022 and make checks payable to: Jim Miller 

590 Stevens Road 

Freeville, NY 13068 

If mailed before 2/1/2022 please date check 2/1/2022 I will not be cashing 
checks until we are confident that state and local regulations covering Covid-
19 will permit rally. Sites in the campground will be reserved in the order re-
ceived, no phone or email reservations. We expect to sell out of full hookup 

sites. 

 
 

 
 
 



Bluebird's 

End of Summer Rally 

September 7th to 11th 

Poncho's Pond RV Park 

5335 W Wallace Ln 

Ludington, Michigan 

 
We are starting the preparations for our 2022 'Bluebird End 
of Summer Rally' in Ludington Michigan. Dates for the 
Rally are Wednesday September 7th through Sunday Sep-
tember 11th at the Beautiful Ponchos Pond RV 
Campground Resort.   
Poncho's Pond Campground, a nationally accredited 
campground is more like a Great RV Resort than a 
campground offering great amenities as well as great 
places to explore the Michigan Coastline with great sandy 
beaches, lighthouses, and the famous Badger that ferries 
cars, trucks and Buses across the great Lake Michigan. 
Ponchos Pond has been spending the last couple years im-
proving the already great campsites and now has added 
concrete to many. Poncho's are always excited serving 
Bluebirders as they have a long history with Wanderlodge 
and the people. We typically fill up the space they provide 
and urge all interested to reserve their spot. 



Anyone that has attended can attest to this beautiful park 
and location in the Northern Lower Mitten.  Plan your trav-
els this summer to end the season up in Ludington Michi-
gan for a great time with great people eating great food! 
Make your reservations soon. 
As always, we are excited about the opportunity to catch up 
with friends as well as make new friendships all focused on 
our wonderful Wanderlodges! 
 
Rally rates will be honored all week starting on Monday 5th 
thru Sunday 12th.  Take advantage of a full week stay or 
longer like many have done for past. 
 
Make Reservations @ Say you're with the "BLUEBIRDS" 

 
 

Rally Hosts Dave and Barb Ross 

248-894-2406 

Poncho's Pond  
5335 W. Wallace Ln. 
Ludington, MI 49431 

www.poncho.com 
1-888-308-6602 

 

http://www.poncho.com/


All Bluebird Rallies 
Rallies Make our Bluebird Communities Come Alive 

 
2022 

Oswego, NY July 27-August 1 
Ludington, MI September 7-11 

Pine Mountain, GA October 12-16 
2023 

Terlingua, Texas April 1-8 
  
 

                                                                                       
 
 

Find All the Bluebird Communities Listed at 

https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.
org/Our-Bluebird-Communities 

 
Join & Support Our Bluebird Communities!! 

 
     

https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-Communities
https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-Communities


We Are Only Caretakers of These Great Machines 
Coaches for Sale 

as of November 21, 2021 
A Free Service Supporting All Blue Bird Communities 

 
1990 Wanderlodge 40WB Asking, $77,000 

 
1990 Wanderlodge SP36 Asking, $42,500 

 
 

 See More Details and Pictures of These Coaches 
http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm 

 
 

Check out 
 

The Vintage Birds Web Site for 
 

Listing your Vintage Bird  
  

Highlights of Blue Bird Wanderlodge Model Changes 
 

Including list of all models for each year 
 

Pictures and Specifications For All Years 
 

 Vintage Wanderlodge Buyer's Check List 
 

Terms & Abbreviations for Blue Bird Motor Homes 
 

You might also want to check out these other sources of Wanderlodge 
coaches... 

 
Face Book Group--Blue Bird Wanderlodge, Buy, Sell or Trade 

 
https://www.birdconnection.com/ 

 
https://www.buybyebluebird.com/ 

 
 

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
http://www.vintagebirds.com/history.htm#pictures
http://www.vintagebirds.com/bcl.htm
https://www.birdconnection.com/
https://www.buybyebluebird.com/


APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP 

The Vintage Birds Chapter of FMCA was chartered in December 1984 for 
owners of Bluebird Wanderlodge coaches. To have active membership status, 
you must own or previously owned a Bluebird Wanderlodge or a Bluebird 
Motor Coach (BMC) and be an FMCA member in good standing. 

The purpose of the Chapter is to provide social, recreational, and 
informational activities associated with enjoyment and pleasurable use of 
the Bluebird Wanderlodge and BMC coaches; a forum for the exchange of 
information on the maintenance, modification, and updating of members’ 
coaches; and long term and community wide leadership in promoting the 
vintage bird coach through support for all vintage bird communities. 

To achieve our purpose the Chapter engages in numerous activities 
including: rally support for hosting and supporting rallies throughout our 
great country,  our Vintage Birds web site at http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html 
which supports a very inclusive web site that lists All Bluebird Rallies, 
vintage bird coach information and coaches for sale, our Newsletter 
capturing Bluebird rally information and member social input, and our 
Vintage Birds Facebook Group providing members a social gathering place 
to post member adventures and social exchanges.  see 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/ 
 
The initial fee is $30. This fee covers name badges and your first-year dues 
of $15.  Subsequent year dues are $15, or you can take advantage of our 
promotional rate of $40 for 3 years or $60 for 5 years!  For those members 
desiring a lifetime membership, a Vintage Birds Lifetime Membership is $325. Paid 
dues are non-refundable. 

Once you have paid Vintage Birds dues your application is classified as 
pending. You will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications 
directly via email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. 
When you have satisfied all FMCA membership requirements your 
application is classified as an active member, and you will be able to vote, 
and hold elected office in the Chapter. 

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/


Please complete form below and send your check payable to Vintage Birds to  

Shane Fedeli, 311 Robin Road, Hershey, PA 17033 

APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP 

Your first and last name: ______________________________________________ 

Partner/Spouse first & last name: _______________________________________ 

You (First name on badge) ____________________________________________ 

Partner/Spouse (First name on badge) ___________________________________ 

Street: ____________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________State: ______________ Zip: ______________ 

Email: (Very Important) _______________________________________________ 

Facebook Name:(optional) 
_____________________________________________ 

Home phone: _________________________Cell: __________________________ 

Coach model and year: _______________________________FMCA# _________ 

I belong to and support these Bluebird Communities: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
New Member or Returning Member Requesting Badges   $15  _________ 
Dues for One Year         $15  _________ 
Dues for Two Years         $30  _________ 
Dues for Three Years ($5 or 11% Off)     $40  _________ 
Dues for Four Years         $55  _________ 
Dues for Five Years (Best Deal 20 % Off)    $60  _________ 
         Total Payment ________ 
I understand that once I have paid Vintage Birds dues my application is classified 
as pending. I will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications directly via 
email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. When I have 
satisfied all FMCA membership requirements my application will be classified as an 
active member, and I will be able to vote, and hold elected office in the Chapter. 
Signed: ______________________________________________ 

Thank You for Supporting Vintage Birds 
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