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Our President (is not old, He is Vintage) Report 
                                                                  

 Mike & Lorri 

 
Dear Vintage Birds Members, 
 
It’s time to get back on the road. 
 
For years the majority of our travels were in the 
summertime when the kids were out of school and my wife 
and I didn’t have school bus driving schedules. We both 
drove Bluebird school busses as second jobs and were very 
comfortable keeping that old 1978 FC33 moving down the 
road. There were several times when we ran out of vacation 
time before we ran out of fun. Then we pointed the Bird 
home and kept the coach moving until we pulled in the 
driveway. Many times, we pulled in late Sunday night so 
that I could be at my desk early Monday morning. But we 



had a lot of fun that the kids still remind us about 30 years 
later. 
 
Fast forward to retirement and living on a horse ranch with 
more obligations than desired and the schedule changes. 
Summer travel is a bit more difficult since there are fields 
to maintain and equipment to repair. And, being retired, 
we have transitioned to being snowbirds. Those southern 
destinations which were too hot are now available. But 
those nice northern spots like Banff, Lake Louise, Glacier 
Park and New England can’t always compete with the 
beautiful summer life here on the ranch. Sometimes I 
dream of the great life that is enjoyed by those of you who 
have who have cut free from the entanglements of a house 
and started down the fulltime life of adventure. Maybe 
someday. 
 
Lorri and I are scheduled to attend at least four Bluebird 
rallies so far. I am sure that we will pick up a few more as 
the winter progresses. Our travels are always an unfolding 
adventure. 
 
This past year of Covid isolation has caused me to turn to 
this computer more frequently for news and contact with 
the outside world. For years we have had the WOG website 
available for technical and rally advice. Our Vintage Birds 
website contains a full listing of the available rallies. I also 
enjoy reading about the history and progression of the 
Bluebird coaches.  
 



Facebook has several groups which are of interest. 
Wanderlodge Owners Group, Bluebird Wanderlodge 
Owners, and Wanderlodge Tech Talk are three that I 
follow. There are probably others. These groups have great 
pictures and lots of information about the activities (and 
frustrations) of other Bluebird owners. And these groups 
pop up when I turn to Facebook to find out what my kids 
and grandkids are doing. For some reason the kids seem to 
post to Facebook and Instagram before they call home. 
 
Our Amana Rally has 10 coaches presently signed up. We 
expect more. Give Gary a call at 608-739-1296 if you still 
would like to come to the rally. He would like a day or so 
notice so that he can arrange for the food. However, if you 
just show up with $100 and have a campground 
reservation, we’ll make it work. It should be fun and an 
opportunity to meet some of the central US Bluebird 
owners.  
 
So, if you aren’t already traveling, give some thought to 
attending some of these rallies and connecting with other 
bird owners. You will have fun. 
 
We’ll see you down the road.  
 
 
 
Mike Kneeland 
dmkx@brainerd.net or 218-820-6922. 
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Report from Vintage Birds  
National Director  

 
 
On 7 July 2021, I attended my first FMCA Governing 
Board meeting as the Vintage Birds National Director. This 
meeting was preceded by an International Area Workshop 
on July 5 and a National President’s Workshop on July 6. 
Here are the pertinent decisions made by the Governing 
Board (GB) at this series of meetings: 
 
 1. Dues -  
   1. The GB made the decision to permanently lower the 
family dues to $50 per year. In 2019 at Minot, SD, they 
raised the dues to $75 and in the aftermath, FMCA lost a 
large number of members. The Executive Board ran a tem-
porary special earlier this year at $50 annually to see if 
members would return. They did.  A permanent change 
could only be made by the GB and they decided to continue 
it. The dues will, of course, be reviewed at every GB meet-
ing, but there is a strong push to keep the dues as low as 
possible. 
   2. The GB also made the decision that the commercial 
dues will mirror the family dues. The commercial members 
of FMCA are extremely important to the individual mem-
bers. They are the ones who display their services and 
products at the FMCA rallies, and they provide a great deal 



of financial support, donating funds for many of the pro-
grams. The GB hopes this will encourage more businesses 
to join as commercial members of FMCA. 
 2. Budget  - The GB passed a balanced budget for 2022 
based on the $50 annual family member dues. Most nota-
bly, the FMCA Travel Assist can be fully funded under this 
budget. In 2019, the underwriter for this program had un-
expectedly raised the cost to almost $1 Million. That was 
the reason the dues were raised to $75 - to cover that insur-
ance bill. In 2020, FMCA switched to Chubb Insurance and 
the bill for 2021-2022 is less than $250,000. Furthermore, 
Chubb has agreed to cap their rates as long as the claims 
do not exceed 60% of the projected amount. The CEO of 
FMCA informed us that we have never been close to 60% of 
the projection, so he does not anticipate a cost increase for 
some years. 
 3. Strategic Plan - The last FMCA Strategic Plan was done 
over 20 years ago. The GB voted to authorize the Executive 
Board to spend funds to hire a professional to guide them 
through development of a Strategic Plan which shall in-
clude a review of FMCA’s governance system, especially the 
fact that 80% of its members are not represented by the 
Chapter-based governance system. (80% of FMCA members 
do not belong to chapters and only chapter representatives 
play a role in governance.) 
 4. Electronic GB Meetings - During the recent pandemic, 
the Governing Board could not meet because the FMCA 
Constitution requires that their meetings be in person at 
international rallies. The Executive Board was able to meet 



via Zoom, but not the GB. A change was made to the Con-
stitution to allow the GB to meet via electronic means, in-
cluding email, if it is impossible for an International Rally 
to be held. 
 
 5. Officers - The GB elected a new slate of officers: 
   1. President - Rett Porter 
   2. Senior Vice President - Gary Milner 
   3. Secretary - Kathie Balogh 
   4. Treasurer - Barbara Smith 
 
Going into this election, I had some concerns about the can-
didates for President. During the meetings leading up to 
the GB meeting, I was able to observe the candidates and 
speak to them. I had some very constructive conversations 
with Rett Porter and found him to be a capable and profes-
sional person. While we didn’t agree on all the issues, he 
was considerate and willing to listen to, and seriously con-
sider, conflicting opinions. He also explained his reasons for 
taking certain positions on the issues and I was satisfied 
that he has the best interests of FMCA at heart. I believe 
that FMCA will be in good hands under his leadership. Alt-
hough I didn’t personally meet the other candidates, I was 
very impressed by their presentations, resumes, and their 
clear capability to serve in their elected roles. I really look 
forward to working with this Board and I am extremely op-
timistic about the future of FMCA. 



 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 

Linda          Linda.Burdette@icloud.com 
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Vintage Birds Summer Midwest Rally 

August 9th-13th  
 

AMANA COLONIES 
Amana RV Park Amana, IA 

Amana Iowa 
 

 

 

Join Mike, Lorri, Gary and Molly as we explore the 
Amana Colonies which are designated as a National His-
toric Landmark District. Step back in time to a simpler 



day. Shopping, crafts stores, wineries, breweries, 
woolen mill, restaurants, biking trails, and much more 
are waiting for us to discover. Need your jacks fixed? 

HWH is an hour away. 

 

 

Mention you are with the Blue Bird/Vintage Bird Rally. 
The camping fee per night is $39.00, full hook ups. 

Passport America, Good Sam, FMCA, etc. discounts are 
honored. Please ask about discounts when you 

call.   The park welcomes you to come early and stay 
late! VB Rally fee is $100 per coach (2 people) $50 ad-

ditional person. 
 

Hosted by 

Mike & Lorri Kneeland   Gary & Molly Shilling 

Mike dmkx@brainerd.net   Gary gmshillng72@gmail.com    

212 820-6922    608 739-1296 

  

mailto:dmkx@brainerd.net


 

Vintage Birds Rally & 

Annual Meeting 

RESERVE YOUR SITE TODAY 

Brunswick Georgia Rally 

Vintage Birds Annual Meeting 

 October 25 to 29, 2021 

Coastal GA RV Resort 

287 South Port Parkway 

Brunswick, GA 31523       912 264-3869 

  

“Buddy Sites” are available for us this year. If 
you would like to share a common open space with 
your Buddy, the management asks that you both 
call the same day to make that arrangement.  

 
Several Coaches are arriving early! 

 

 



 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE, MOST LIKELY THERE 

WILL BE SOME CHANGES 
 

Monday: Arrive. Meet and Greet in the pavilion 
5PM. Bring heavy Hors d’oeuvres and drinks. 

 
Tuesday: 8:00 AM Breakfast in the pavilion. 

 
There will be an optional outing Tuesday morning 
by “Shrimpin’ Excursions” aboard the Lady Jane.  
The additional cost per person is $35.00.  The 

Lady Jane is a steel hull retired and refurbished 
shrimping trawler. We will be cruising in the pro-
tected waters of the Marshes of Glynn County 
and its tributaries. The crew will drop its nets 
and bring in a harvest from the sea. The ships 
naturalist will be on board to explain the catch 
and we are free to get our hands wet and throw 
the critters back. The cruise will 1.5-2 hours in 
length. You may bring a small cooler with drinks 
and snacks; we are asked not to bring glass on 

board.  You will see a line item on the registration 



form to add this cost to the Rally Fee. Space is 
limited register early. Refunds will be issued if 
member paid but we cannot accommodate. Free 

day to explore for those not going. 
 

Wednesday: 8:00 Breakfast 
·   Free day to explore the area. 
Thursday: 8:00 Breakfast in the pavilion. 

 
·         After breakfast, Vintage Birds Swap-O-

Rama, buy-sell-trade-give away!  
·         Business Meeting to follow. 
·         Supper: Shane will once again prepare his 
World-Famous Brisket? 
Friday: 8:00 AM Breakfast. 
·    Tour of St. Simons Island aboard “William of 
Orange” the trolley of the St. Simons Colonial Is-
land Trolley Tours Company. “William” is air con-
ditioned and wheelchair accessible. The cost of 
the trolley is included in your rally fee. 

 
Saturday: Safe Travel Friends 



Vintage Birds Registration Form 
 

Brunswick Rally October 25-29, 2021 
 

Names__________________________________ 
Address______________________________ 
Phone Number____________________________ 
Email__________________________________ 

 
VB Number_________ FMCA Number__________ 

 
Coach Make, Model, Length__________________ 

 
Rally Fee $150.00/coach (2 people) $75 each ad-

ditional person Amount $_________ 
 

The Shrimpin’ Excursion:  # of seats _____at 
$35 per person Amount   $_________ 

 
Check Number_____________                                             
Check Total    $_________ 



 
Please make checks payable to Vintage Birds. Mail 

Registration Information & Check to:    

Shane Fedeli 
311 Robin Road 

Hersey, PA 17033 
 

Please register by September 1, 2021 
 

·        You need to make your camping reserva-
tions directly with the RV Resort. 
·        Call Coastal GA RV Resort to make your 
camping reservations. Mention you are with the 
Vintage Birds (Blue Bird) Rally. 912 264-3869. 
Why not call today? 
·        This is VB event however non-members 
may attend as guests; all rally fees apply. 
·        VB Rally Fee includes coffee, breakfasts, 
some suppers, and Trolley Tour. 
Questions, concerns? Contact Gary Shilling  
608 739-1296 or Email: gmshilling72@gmail.com 



Rallies By 

Vintage Birds Members 
 

 



Sounds like a long time away, but Barb and I want 
to announce the 2021 'End of Summer Rally' in 

Ludington Michigan. Dates for the Rally are 
Wednesday September 8th through Sunday Sep-
tember 12th at the Beautiful Ponchos Pond RV 

Campground Resort. Anyone that has attended can 
attest to this beautiful park and location in the 
Northern Lower Mitten. Last year we had a rec-
ord turnout despite the dreaded lock-down. We 

all had a great time, and many have signed up for 
this year in advanced. Plan your travels this sum-
mer to end the season up in Ludington Michigan 
for a great time with great people eating great 

food! Make your reservations soon. 
Rally rates will be honored all week starting on 

Monday 6th thru Sunday 12th. 
 

Make Reservations @ Say you are with the  
"BLUEBIRDS" 

 
PONCHOS POND RV RESORT 

5335 W. Wallace Ln. 
Ludington, Mi 49431 

888-308-6602 



Bluebird Family of Friends 

Fall Rally 

October 6 - 9, 2021 

Tom Johnson Camping Center 

Marion, North Carolina 

Our 2021 fall rally will be held at Tom Johnson Camping 
Center in Marion N C. 

    The dates are October 6th through the 9th, leaving 
on the morning of Sunday 10/10/2021.  

This is the same location we held our rally in 2019. 
Everyone will be responsible for making their own 
reservations. We have not confirmed arrangements for 
the caterer yet, but they will be the same provider 
that catered the 2019 rally. 
Camping World, the owner of Tom Johnson Camping 
Center, has experienced issues with their computer 
systems & as such are not able to take reservations 
currently, but hope to have all their issues resolved by 
May 26th, 2021.  



That said, they are running behind with normal day to 
day task & have suggested that if we wanted to stay 
close together as a group,  that individuals make their 
reservations as soon after the 5/26/2021 date as 
possible. Also, we are having our Fall festival here in 
the county on Saturday 10/9/2021. That is the 
Mountain Glory Festival and there will likely be others 
coming into the area for this event to include this is 
prime leaf season & that will create more campers in 
the park. 
Now that we have a location for the rally, we will plan 
with the cater as well as plan a couple of activities and 
the entertainment. 
I hope as many as possible will plan to attend, as we 
have not had a Rally since October of 2019 and it will 
really be great to see you. We can catch up with what 
is happening in your world and share good food, 
entertainment  all with our Family of Friends. 
I will be getting back with everyone soon regarding any 
cost outside the campground. The campground cost is 
quite inexpensive as I recall. I apologize for the late 
date of getting this out to everyone, but I was not 



sure we were even going to be able to have a rally with 
the COVID issues. Our Governor did not lift many of 
the restrictions until of late.     

The contact information for Tom Johnson Camping 
Center is: 

1885 US 70 west 

Marion N C 28752 

800-225-7802 

828-724-4105 

Web Address: www.tomjohnsoncamping.com 

PLEASE make your reservations ASAP. 

 

My email address is: ldmiller2010@yahoo.com 

My cell number is: 828-442-600seven if I do not 
answer, please leave a message or you can text me. 

Until Then God's Speed 

Larry Miller  President  Bluebird Family of Friends  

 

 



Have you thought about your own 
Rally? 

 
A Rally can be as simple as a couple of Birds hanging out for the 
weekend. Post it and they will come! Does not have to be anything 
fancy or planned. No doubt there are some neat things to see and 
do near where you live.  Give it a try. We need a reason to get the 
buses on the road! 
 
Give me a call and we can talk. 
Gary Shilling 
608 739-1296 
gmshilling72@gmail.com 

 

Go to: 
All Bluebird Rallies 

For more pictures, 
information, and 

registration!! 

https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/


All Bluebird Rallies 
Rallies Make our Bluebird Communities Come Alive 

 
 

2021 
Amana, IA August 9-13 

Ludington, MI September 8-12 
Marion, NC October 6-9 

Pine Mountain, GA October 13-17 
Brunswick, GA October 25-29  

 
2022 

Quartzsite, AZ January 15-30 
Vidalia, LA February 20-26 

  
 

                                                                                       
 

Find All the Bluebird Communities Listed at 
https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-

Communities 
Join & Support Our Bluebird Communities!! 

 
 

https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-Communities
https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-Communities


     

We Are Only Caretakers of These Great Machines 
Coaches for Sale 

as of June 21, 2021 
A Free Service Supporting All Blue Bird Communities 

 
1990 Wanderlodge 40WB Asking, $77,000 

 
1982 Wanderlodge FC35 Asking, $32,500 

 
 See More Details and Pictures of These Coaches 

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm 
 

Check out 
 

The Vintage Birds Web Site for 
 

Listing your Vintage Bird  
  

Highlights of Blue Bird Wanderlodge Model Changes 
 

Including list of all models for each year 
 

Pictures and Specifications For All Years 
 

 Vintage Wanderlodge Buyer's Check List 
 

Terms & Abbreviations for Blue Bird Motor Homes 
 

You might also want to check out these other sources of Wanderlodge 
coaches... 

 
Face Book Group--Blue Bird Wanderlodge, Buy, Sell or Trade 

 
https://www.birdconnection.com/ 

 
https://www.buybyebluebird.com/ 

 
http://wanderlodgetrader.com/ 

 

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
http://www.vintagebirds.com/history.htm#pictures
http://www.vintagebirds.com/bcl.htm
https://www.birdconnection.com/
https://www.buybyebluebird.com/
http://wanderlodgetrader.com/


 
APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP 

The Vintage Birds Chapter of FMCA was chartered in December 1984 for 
owners of Bluebird Wanderlodge coaches. To have active membership status, 
you must own or previously owned a Bluebird Wanderlodge or a Bluebird 
Motor Coach (BMC) and be an FMCA member in good standing. 

The purpose of the Chapter is to provide social, recreational, and 
informational activities associated with enjoyment and pleasurable use of 
the Bluebird Wanderlodge and BMC coaches; a forum for the exchange of 
information on the maintenance, modification, and updating of members’ 
coaches; and long term and community wide leadership in promoting the 
vintage bird coach through support for all vintage bird communities. 

To achieve our purpose the Chapter engages in numerous activities 
including: rally support for hosting and supporting rallies throughout our 
great country,  our Vintage Birds web site at http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html 
which supports a very inclusive web site that lists All Bluebird Rallies, 
vintage bird coach information and coaches for sale, our Newsletter 
capturing Bluebird rally information and member social input, and our 
Vintage Birds Facebook Group providing members a social gathering place 
to post member adventures and social exchanges.  see 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/ 
 
The initial fee is $30. This fee covers name badges and your first-year dues 
of $15.  Subsequent year dues are $15, or you can take advantage of our 
promotional rate of $40 for 3 years or $60 for 5 years!  For those members 
desiring a lifetime membership, a Vintage Birds Lifetime Membership is $325. Paid 
dues are non-refundable. 

Once you have paid Vintage Birds dues your application is classified as 
pending. You will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications 
directly via email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. 
When you have satisfied all FMCA membership requirements your 
application is classified as an active member, and you will be able to vote, 
and hold elected office in the Chapter. 

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/


Please complete form below and send your check payable to Vintage Birds to  

Shane Fedeli, 311 Robin Road, Hershey, PA 17033 

APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP 

Your first and last name: ______________________________________________ 

Partner/Spouse first & last name: _______________________________________ 

You (First name on badge) ____________________________________________ 

Partner/Spouse (First name on badge) ___________________________________ 

Street: ____________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________State: ______________ Zip: ______________ 

Email: (Very Important) _______________________________________________ 

Facebook Name:(optional) 
_____________________________________________ 

Home phone: _________________________Cell: __________________________ 

Coach model and year: _______________________________FMCA# _________ 

I belong to and support these Bluebird Communities: 
__________________________________________________________________ 

New Member or Returning Member Requesting Badges   $15  _________ 
Dues for One Year         $15  _________ 
Dues for Two Years         $30  _________ 
Dues for Three Years ($5 or 11% Off)     $40  _________ 
Dues for Four Years         $55  _________ 
Dues for Five Years (Best Deal 20 % Off)    $60  _________ 
         Total Payment ________ 
I understand that once I have paid Vintage Birds dues my application is classified 
as pending. I will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications directly via 
email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. When I have 
satisfied all FMCA membership requirements my application will be classified as an 
active member, and I will be able to vote, and hold elected office in the Chapter. 
Signed: ______________________________________________ 

Thank You for Supporting Vintage Birds 
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