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Our President (is not old, He is Vintage) Report

Richard & Sue

Dear Vintage Birds Members:
Since I last aggravated you with non-sense, Sue and I have enjoyed Q
and Love on the Mississippi Rallies.
I and the Vintage Birds officers were warmly received at both rallies. This
really excites me as we signed up new members at both rallies.
Shane and I were given prominent speaking opportunities during meetings
and meals, which we greatly appreciated. Which indicates how well Randall
Burdette, Shane Fedeli, and I were received by the Q group! Thanks Curt.
Thanks Rick.
I think I may have been the entertainment on our off-roading trip. They kept
waiting for me to damage Sue’s Jeep, but that never happened. I will admit,
Sue’s Jeep went places I could not imagine. But what was I to do?
Randy Shrimplin, Mallie Lennon and I were welcomed in Vidalia,
Mississippi by all the attendees. Mark and Jerry did a fantastic job and their
Rally was Great. The meals, the tours, the parades, the tech sessions, the
BS, etc. was all exceptional.
I am really really looking forward to the Lock Haven and Boothbay Rallies.
If you like lobster, elk, classic cars, etc., these rallies are for you. Let the
GOOD TIMES roll. Because that is exactly what will happen.
Join me along with Steve, Shane, Gregg, Phil, Gary, Randy, and Randall for
the time of your life.
DANG—AIN’T IT GREAT TO BE A VINTAGE BIRD!
Richard Ramsey

As a Great American Said
“We Are All Orphan Birds Of A
Feather, So Let’s Flock Together.”

We Are Only Caretakers Of These Great Machines
Recently a member wrote to me indicating he didn’t Facebook and was
thinking about dropping out of FMCA. He asked me why he should still
belong to Vintage Birds? This was my response:
I don’t Facebook either and many of our members have been trying to decide
if they wish to continue with their FMCA memberships. Some of us get
great benefits from FMCA and others don’t. Some of us think it is important
to vote and hold office in the Chapter and others don’t.
However, what I have found is that we all pretty much believe we are only
caretakers of these great machines and would like to see all the different
Bluebird communities succeed.
Vintage Birds has made the decision to actively do what we can to ensure all
the Bluebird communities succeed by supporting all the groups with a
positive and inclusive message and actions. Our support of the All Bluebird
Rallies and Rally Highlights web site provides the only internet source
which will include all rallies of all Bluebird communities. I hope this
internet source will show potential Bluebird caretakers that there are many
Bluebird communities in our great country that are fun, welcoming and
supportive.
And just to show that Vintage Birds not only talks the talk, but walks the
talk, you do not have to be a member of Vintage Birds to attend our rallies.
We have had an ongoing discussion about how we can allow folks who want
to support Vintage Birds and our goal of supporting the success of all
Bluebird communities to continue to be involved and informed of our efforts
when they no longer belong to FMCA. We believe by classifying your
application as pending and including you on our information distributions
we not only meet the letter but also the spirit of the FMCA rules.
So I encourage you to continue to support Vintage Birds and any other
Bluebird community you may belong to.
Thanks
See you at a Rally!
Gregg Gesse, Secretary

Vintage Birds
Morel Mushroom Fest
May 16-20, 2019
Back by popular demand is the Muscoda WI “Fungus Fest”.
Muscoda is in the southwest corner of the state one hour west of
Madison and an hour east of the Mississippi River; on the banks of
the beautiful Wisconsin River. Come join us for the one weekend of
the year that the town is alive! Ok, it’s always alive but normally
there is not too much going on.
This could very well be the best small-town fest in the state. Things
going on this weekend: Indian Effigy Mound Tours, Horse shoe
tournament, Village wide yard sales, Craft fair, Winery tours,
Buying and selling of Morels, Chili Cook Off, Fireman's Steak Feed
late Saturday afternoon, Fireworks Saturday night, Saturday
night band on patio at downtown bar, Pancake Breakfast Sunday
morning, Parade, UW Band members, and much more.
We will be camping at the Muscoda Sportsmen Club, 18849
Sportsmen Drive, Muscoda WI 53573. Each site has 30amp and
water. A dump station is located a few blocks away. Arrival date is
Thursday May 16th, departure Monday May 20th.

Tentative Schedule
Thursday May 16th
Arrive, pot luck supper 6 PM

Friday May 17th
Unique Café, the best biscuits and gravy I’ve ever tasted. The
Amish Walmart, supper at Castle Rock Inn for a fish buffet
(they have other items too)

Saturday May 18th
Festival Day, stuff to do in town, Firemen’s Steak Feed late
afternoon, Fireworks at dusk, Band at Sportsmen’s Bar.

Sunday May 19th
Pancake Breakfast @ St Johns, Festival continues, Parade (yes
you can drive your bus in the parade) UW band members
perform, Sunday Supper at the best Chinese Buffet I’ve found
just a few miles away.

Monday May 20th
Goodbyes and farewells, Fest weekend officially end but feel
free to stay in town at the city campground.
If you have not been following Dan and Liz Harris travel blog may
I suggest you do so; it is a good read. Dan has a gift for writing and
there is an entry of the May 2018 Fest. Dan and Liz have the honor
of driving the first Wanderlodge in the Fest parade. See:
www.arewewhereyet.us

Morel Mushroom Fest 2019
Registration Form
May 16-20 2019
Rally Hosts
Gary and Molly Shilling
Email: gmshilling72@gmail.com
Gary (608 739-1296)
Molly (608 739-1295)
23369 Gingers Drive
Muscoda, WI 53573
Arrive Thursday May 16th, depart Monday May 20th
Rally Fee includes 4 nights camping @$120.00 per coach. Each site
has 30amp and water.
Campsite location:
Muscoda Sportsmen Club
18849 Sportsmen Drive
Muscoda, WI 53573
Detach and mail
_________________________________________________________
Name___________________________________________________
Home Address____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Phone Number____________________________________________
Email___________________________________________________
The Rally fee, which includes 4 nights camping, is per coach
$120.00
Please make checks payable to Gary Shilling,
Ck number_____
Amount Paid $________
Mail by April 15th to:
Gary Shilling
23369 Gingers Drive
Muscoda, WI 53573

Vintage Birds
2019 Pennsylvania Wilds Rally
July 14-July 20, 2019
(reservation due by May 1, 2019)
Clinton County Fairgrounds
Lock Haven, PA
Monday- Piper Aviation Museum- The Company was well known for its "Cub" aircraft,
and a series bearing Indian names such as Aztec, Cherokee, Cheyenne, Comanche,
Navajo, and Pawnee. The factory was closed in 1984. Piper Aircraft Corporation grew
to become the world’s leading producer of general aviation aircraft. Lunch will be at
the Restless Oaks Restaurant, and then we’ll be taking a ride up through the
Pennsylvania Grand Canyon for some afternoon sightseeing and ice cream. Dinner
will be at Henry’s BBQ on our way back to the Fairgrounds.
Tuesday- Victorian Bellefonte & PSU Campus tour- Breakfast at the Waffle Shop, walking
tour of Victorian Bellefonte in the morning. Later in the day, we’ll be visiting the main
campus of Penn State, Beaver Stadium and, of course, the PSU Berkey Creamery for some
of the best ice cream in the universe! Later in the day, we’ll be heading back towards Lock
Haven for a meal at the fairgrounds featuring smoked Pork Loin, BBQ Baked Beans, Slaw
and Potato Salad. Guests are asked to bring a desert to share.
Wednesday- Elk Country… A BIG DAY!! (Without ice cream) We’ll head up to Hyner Run State
Park and take in the view from the overlook. Then, we’ll be continuing our journey along
the Bucktail Scenic Highway into the heart of the Pennsylvania Elk Country. This is a place
that lives up to its name. Home to the largest free-roaming elk herd in the northeastern
United States, Elk Country features two large visitor centers and some beautiful terrain. For
those who are a little “worn out” by the mid afternoon, you can head back to the
fairgrounds (about an hour’s drive). But for the more adventurous, we’ll be continuing our
journey up to St Marys- home of the Straub Brewery- one of the oldest and most historic
breweries in the United States. It is still owned and operated by its founding family, now

into its sixth and seventh generations. Fodor’s Travel named Straub Brewery one of the “5
Best Places in America to Drink American Beer.” Dinner is “on your own” at one of the many
restaurants in Lock Haven or along the way from St Marys.
Thursday- Penns Cave & Millheim- Breakfast provided at the Fairgrounds and then we leave
for a tour of Penns Cave- America’s only All-Water cavern tour. It will be a nice and cool
place to get away from the heat of the day. After the tour, we will journey to Millheim, PA
and have late lunch at the Elk Creek Café & Microwbrewery, followed by some local
shopping and then a return to Lock Haven for a nap. Dinner is “on your own” or some of us
will be grilling hamburgers at the fairgrounds. The evening will feature entertainment at
the Car Auction.
Friday and Saturday- 18th Annual Antique and Classic Car Auction- July 18th, 19th & 20thBeginning Thursday night, we are going to enjoy the festivities at the Annual Car Auction
held across the street from the Fairgrounds. This will include music, good times and free
food! For those of you interested in some really cool old cars (and who might even want to
take one home), bring a car dolly and we’ll help you spend YOUR money! For the “ladies”
and those not interested in the cars, Kelly will be leading a shopping excursion to
downtown State College, TJ Maxx, Homegoods, Trader Joes and lunch will be at the
Wegman’s Café on Friday. Dinner is on your own.
Sunday- Departure and travel to points north, including the Finger Lakes, Vermont and New
Hampshire. Many of us will be meandering from place to place on our way to the rally in
Boothbay Harbor, ME. The week is open for any and all destinations “inbetween” the two
rallies.

Reservation Information
Although this is a Vintage Birds Rally, non-members can attend as chapter
guests. The $50 Rally Fee includes pavilion rental, daily coffee and morning
snacks along with a Smoked BBQ dinner on Tuesday night for up to two
people. Camping is $25 per night. The fairgrounds sites include water and
electric. There is a dump station on the premises. Payment (via check to
“Clinton County Fair”) for campsite is due upon arrival.
Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP code:_____________________________________________________________
Phone number(s):________________________________________________________________
Arrival Date:______________________________________________________________________
FMCA#____________________________________VB #___________________________________
Email Address: Very Important______________________________________________
Coach Model, length:_____________________________________________________________
The second leg of the summer rally will require additional reservations at the campground
in Boothbay, ME.

Please indicate if you plan to join us for the second part
of the rally.
We will include you on further details about the second half of the summer rally and
booking campsites in Maine.

Mail the above information with a check for $50 to
Shane Fedeli
311 Robin Road
Hershey, PA 17033
Payment due by May 1, 2019

Rallies Make our Bluebird Communities Come Alive
2019
Burro Creek, Arizona March 29-31
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina April 10-14
Marble Falls, Texas April 12-14
Maggie Valley, North Carolina April 27-May 5
Muscoda, Wisconsin May 17-19
Kaibab Lake, Arizona May 24-27
Shipshewana, Indiana June 5-9
Hood River, Oregon July 2-8
Lock Haven, Pennsylvania July 14-20
Boothbay, Maine July 28-August 4
Red River, New Mexico October 2-6
Pine Mountain, Georgia October 16-20
Marion, North Carolina October 22-27
Lakeland, Florida October 21-26
2020
Oswego, New York July 23-27

2019 Vintage Birds Chapter Rallies
Summer Rally

Boothbay, Maine
This will be the Annual Business Meeting Rally!!
July 28 to August 4, 2019
Shore Hills Campground & RV Park
http://www.shorehills.com/index.html
Members need to print off the registration sheet from their
web-site (camping@shorehills.com) and list length of bus, list Vintage
Birds & call for pet information if applicable. They don’t
allow any aggressive breeds.
No credit cards. Members must sent check along with
registration form.
We have the following sites blocked off (see map on webpage) sites 148 to 136 / sites 134 to 135 / sites 114 to 127.
$50 non-refundable deposit due prior to April 1st 2019 or
they will not guarantee you a site for the rally week.

2019 Boothbay Maine Rally
July 28-August 4, 2019 (reservation due by May 1, 2019)
Sunday Night, July 28th - After checking in and getting set up, come to the
clubhouse (at the campground) for happy hour and light snacks around 5:30
PM. For dinner, we’ll go to a local fish-fry or brewery in town around 7.
Dinner will be on your own.

Monday- Coffee & snacks at the clubhouse starting around 7:30-ish. At 9:30,
we will depart for the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens. A guided tour will
begin around 11 AM. We will get lunch at the gardens. You will have a
choice of either eating at the café or simply grabbing a sandwich and
enjoying a meal outdoors. We will leave the gardens around 2 and head back
to the campground for a nap or games. A mixed potluck dinner will be in the
clubhouse at 6:30 PM. Bring a side to share. Entrée will be provided.
Tuesday- After morning snacks at the clubhouse, we will drive about 45
minutes to the Maine Prison Store, Marshall Point Lighthouse and have
lunch at Tenant Harbor. In the afternoon, we will visit the Owl’s Head
Transportation museum & Owl’s Head Lighthouse. Dinner will be on your
own at a restaurant in nearby Rockland, ME at 6 PM and then we will
return to the campground.
Wednesday- Coffee and light snacks at the clubhouse starting around 7:30.
We’ll leave for the “MMM” the Maine Maritime Museum around 9 AM and
carpool to what Fodor’s Travel has called “One of New England’s 10
Unmissable Historical Sites”. After touring the museum, our group will
travel to Bath and have lunch at one of the many restaurant choices in town.
We will return to the campground in the afternoon and then head into
Boothbay harbor for the evening. Dinner will be on your own.
Thursday- Open day, no scheduled activities aside from an evening BBQ
around 6:30 at the campground featuring smoked Beef Brisket and a Texasstyle BBQ dinner (Since you’ll all be sick of seafood by now) Water and
unsweetened Iced Tea will be provided as part of the meal. Bring a dessert
to share.
Friday – After morning coffee and snacks, we will travel to Camden Hills
State Park for a trip up Mount Battie. This is one of the best overlooks on
the Maine coast and for a small fee, you can drive to the top of the hill.
Others may opt to hike the mountain- especially after gorging on BBQ the
night before. This is a great place for a light picnic lunch and we may end up
getting sandwiches for the group- so toss your canvas or folding chairs in the
trunk before we leave the campground. We will head back down into

Camden for the afternoon and many of the ladies will choose to shop at this
little shopping mecca. There are a few other museums in the area that some
may also choose to visit. Dinner will be on your own in Camden, Rockport or
one of the other small towns on the way back to the campground.
Saturday- Coffee, refreshments in the morning. The Annual Business
Meeting of the Vintage Birds Chapter will start around 10 AM at the
clubhouse and wrap up around 12 noon. In the afternoon, we will go on a
whale watching cruise out of Boothbay Harbor. Those who are not seafearing can easily spend all day in downtown Boothbay Harbor. We’ll come
back from the cruise and meet up at one of the local “Lobster Pounds” for
dinner.
Sunday, August 4th- Check-out time is 11 AM. Sleep in… or join us for one
last Coffee and snack session at the clubhouse.

Reservation Information
Although this is a Vintage Birds Rally, non-members
can attend as chapter guests. The $150 Rally Fee
includes pavilion rental, daily coffee and morning
snacks along with a Smoked BBQ dinner on
Thursday night for up to two people and a picnic
lunch on Friday at Camden Hills State Park.
Camping is $55 per night and must be paid to the
campground upon check-in.
Go to Vintage Birds Web Site for Reservation Form
http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html

Rally Co-HostsSteve & Liliana Pappas and Shane & Kelly Fedeli

Fall Rally

Red River, New Mexico
October 2-6, 2019
Road Runner RV Resort
1371 E. Main Street
Red River, NM 87558
http://www.roadrunnerrv.info/
Info@roadrunnerrvresort.com
Call 575-754-2286 To Confirm Your Space
Rally Host: Mike & Kathy Sparkman
Call or Text 619-701-2010
Email: MikeSparkman@aol.com
We need your Rally Fee ($75 per person) and campground
reservation by June 1st to hold our sites. After the first of
June, the campground will release our sites for general
reservations and they expect most of them to be full for Fall
travelers.
You must make you own Campground reservation at Road
Runner RV Resort. Please call the Resort to tell them you
are with the Vintage Birds Fall Rally because the blacked
out sites on their website are being held for Vintage Birds.
Please note the only Vintage Birds Fall Rally will be in Red
River, New Mexico immediately before the 2019
Albuquerque International Balloon Fest on October 5-13,
2019.

Please complete the information below and send it
with your rally fee payable to Mike Sparkman# by
June 1st to Mike Sparkman, 5225 Thomas Drive, Unit
15, Panama City Beach, FL 32408
Name(s):______________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________
Email:(very important)___________________________________
Phone:________________________________________________
Resort Confirmation #:_______________________________
VB#:__________Coach Name:___________________________
Arrival Date:____________Departure Date:_____________
#of Attendees____ At $75, Total Enclosed$____________
The 2019 Albuquerque International Balloon Fest
only accepts online reservations.
See: https://balloonfiesta.com/guest-guide/rvinformation for additional 2019 information.
Also, Santa Fe Skies RV Park has been suggested as
an alternative RV park to stay at for the
Albuquerque International Balloon Fest.
See: www.santafeskiesrvpark.com for additional
information.
Plus see Member notes directly below from Mike on
other places to stay

Member Notes
(or What Have You Been Upta?)
Send us stories and pictures of trips, locations, events
From: Patti Cartwright <patti.cartwright.777@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Feb 15, 2019 at 9:45 AM
Subject: Dwayne Cartwright
To: <vintagebirdsecretary@gmail.com>
If you have not previously heard, Dwayne passed away yesterday, 2/14, his 73rd
birthday on earth, and now his heavenly birthday.
Thank you for your care and love towards Dwayne and towards me.
Dan and Liz Harris came to the campground where we have been staying and helped me
immensely - working with the AquaHot guy to get a long-running leak repaired - as well
as feeding and loving on our cats. I cannot say "Thank you!" enough to them!
Current plans for Miss Doozie: I plan to drive to the DFW area on Monday - I was the
primary driver so I am pretty sure I will be able to do this. Everyone says, "Don't make
major life changes right away." So, I plan to continue living in and traveling in Miss
Doozie at this time.
Oh, how I loved Dwayne, oh, how I will miss him and his love for me... but I am
thankful that he is totally and completely healed. I'm thankful for the last 4 months when
we learned so much more about how deep God's love for us is and when our love for
each other grew even stronger.
Patti
Patti Cartwright
Cell: 214-952-9415
Patti@Cartwright.net
Blog: http://trekincartwrights.blogspot.com/
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/dwaynecartwright

Bayou Blue Birds Remember
their Friends Patti and Dwayne

Find All the Bluebird Communities Listed at
https://
friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/
Our-Bluebird-Communities
Join & Support Our Bluebird Communities !!

Where Is Your Flag Flying??
Send Us Pictures Of Where Your Flag Is Flying

Richard & Shane out West At Q
Thanks to

Birds of Feather
for
A Great Rally, Again!!!
Keep Up this Great Rally
So We can All Attend Someday

See
https://
friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/
event-3230796
for some of the Highlights
and
https://birdsofafeather1.shutterfly.com/
password ‘flocktogether’

For Much More

Photos From Good Times in the Past!

Got an idea or picture for the newsletter, let us know
at vintagebirdssecretary@4email.net
Got a favorite Campground, let us know why and
send pictures to vintagebirdssecretary@4email.net

Coaches for Sale
as of February 5, 2019
A Free Service Supporting All Blue Bird Communities
2000 Wanderlodge LXI 43'
Reduced to $105,000
1984 Wanderlodge FC35SB Reduced to $29,500
1966 Wanderlodge FC31SB Asking $10,000
1982 Wanderlodge FC35 Asking $29,500
1974 Wanderlodge FC31 Asking $27,500
See More Details and Pictures of These Coaches at

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html
Check out
The Vintage Birds Web Site for
Listing your Vintage Bird
Highlights of Blue Bird Wanderlodge Model Changes
Including list of all models for each year
Pictures and Specifications For All Years
Vintage Wanderlodge Buyer's Check List
Terms & Abbreviations for Blue Bird Motor Homes

You might also want to check out these great sources of
Wanderlodge coaches...
Face Book Group--Blue Bird Wanderlodge, Buy, Sell
or Trade

https://www.birdconnection.com/
https://www.buybyebluebird.com/
http://wanderlodgetrader.com/

APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP
The Vintage Birds Chapter of FMCA was chartered in December 1984 for
owners of Bluebird Wanderlodge coaches. To have active membership status,
you must own or previously owned a Bluebird Wanderlodge or a Bluebird
Motor Coach (BMC) and be an FMCA member in good standing.
The purpose of the Chapter is to provide social, recreational and
informational activities associated with enjoyment and pleasurable use of
the Bluebird Wanderlodge and BMC coaches; a forum for the exchange of
information on the maintenance, modification, and updating of members’
coaches; and long term and community wide leadership in promoting the
vintage bird coach through support for all vintage bird communities.
To achieve our purpose the Chapter engages in numerous activities
including: rally support for hosting and supporting rallies throughout our
great country, our Vintage Birds web site at http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html
which supports a very inclusive web site that lists All Bluebird Rallies,
vintage bird coach information and coaches for sale, our Newsletter
capturing Bluebird rally information and member social input, and our
Vintage Birds Facebook Group providing members a social gathering place
to post member adventures and social exchanges. see
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/
The initial fee is $30. This fee covers name badges and your first year dues
of $15. Subsequent year dues are $15, or you can take advantage of our
promotional rate of $40 for 3 years or $60 for 5 years! Paid dues are nonrefundable.
Once you have paid Vintage Birds dues your application is classified as
pending. You will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications
directly via email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group.
When you have satisfied all FMCA membership requirements your
application is classified as an active member and you will be able to vote and
hold elected office in the Chapter.

Please complete form below and send your check payable to Vintage Birds
to:

Shane Fedeli, 311 Robin Road, Hershey, PA 17033
APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP

Your first and last name:______________________________________________
Partner/Spouse first & last name:_______________________________________
You(First name on badge)_____________________________________________
Partner/Spouse(First name on badge) ___________________________________
Street: ____________________________________________________________
City: ________________________State: ______________ Zip: ______________
Email: (Very Important)_______________________________________________
Facebook Name:(optional)_____________________________________________
Home phone: _________________________Cell:__________________________
Coach model and year: _______________________________FMCA# _________
I belong to and support these Bluebird Communities:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
New Member or Returning Member Requesting Badges
$15 _________
Dues for One Year
$15 _________
Dues for Two Years
$30 _________
Dues for Three Years ($5 or 11% Off)
$40 _________
Dues for Four Years
$55 _________
Dues for Five Years (Best Deal 20 % Off)
$60 _________
Total Payment _________
I understand that once I have paid Vintage Birds dues my application is classified
as pending. I will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications directly via
email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. When I have
satisfied all FMCA membership requirements my application will be classified as an
active member and I will be able to vote and hold elected office in the Chapter.
Signed: ______________________________________________

Thank You for Supporting Vintage Birds

